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With the start of a new calendar year we look ahead with anticipation and hope, 

refreshed in mind, body and spirit. We anticipate great things for our students 

and additional changes for Booth UC as we continue to pursue our strategic 

priorities, and we wonder what unexpected opportunities and challenges the 

year will hold.

For all of these things, the known and the unknown, I invite you to continue 

to remember us in your prayers.  The specific topics contained in this prayer 

calendar are intended to provide a helpful guide as we move through the 

coming months. 

The coming year also represents the 35th year since Booth first opened its 

doors to students in 1982.  We have much to be thankful for. The evidence 

of God’s presence over the years is seen in the lives of our graduates, faculty 

and staff, in the quality and breadth of our academic programs, in the 

expansion and upgrading of our facilities, and in the growing reputation of 

Booth as an institution of academic excellence.

As I described in the Fall 2016 prayer calendar, prayer is the critical component 

underlying all we do. Without God’s blessing, wisdom and presence, we will not 

achieve our vision and we will not fulfill our mission. I share this prayer calendar 

knowing that friends of Booth UC across Canada and internationally will 

faithfully act upon the needs expressed. 

Your prayers are an encouragement to all of us at Booth and I thank you in 

anticipation of your support.

 
    Blessings,
    Marjory Kerr, PhD
    PRESIDENT

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



January 2017

February 2017

Lord, “if your presence does not go with us, 
         do not send us up from here”. (Exodus 33:15)

We will have two intensive courses happening on campus the first week of January, 
and the full winter schedule of classes will begin on January 9.  Pray for the safe 
return of our students to campus and for a great start to the new semester. Pray for 
the first weeks of classes, that students and faculty will be energized by the excitement 
of new courses and new opportunities for learning. Pray for administrative and 
support staff as they provide the many “hidden” supports for our students and for 
Booth UC overall.

January will also see the launch of a new certificate program delivered through our 
School for Continuing Studies. The Certificate in Kroc Center Management has been 
developed in partnership with The Salvation Army in the United States. Pray for this 
program as it begins; pray for the students, instructors and administrators of the 
program; pray for those engaged in ministry at Kroc Centers across America; pray 
for Booth UC as we continue to seek new educational opportunities that will 
contribute to the International Salvation Army.

Our Board of Trustees will meet in Toronto from January 20-21.   In each meeting 
the Board discusses and decides on a range of matters critical to the future of 
Booth University College.  Pray that God will direct our trustees and provide them 
with wisdom and discernment as they chart the future of Booth University College.
 

At this time of year many high school students will be making decisions regarding 
their choice of university.  We are working hard to ensure that Booth University College 
continues to provide an outstanding and affordable learning experience for a growing 
number of students, and have been blessed with significant growth over the past 
several years. Pray for students who are considering Booth University College as 
their university of choice.  Pray for the Admissions Team as they work to achieve their 
objectives and provide wise counsel to students applying to Booth. Pray for continued 
enrolment growth as we work to make the Booth experience available to more students.



March 2017

Reading Week this year will be from February 20-24. In addition to a break from the 
structure of classes, students have opportunity to catch up on their reading, research 
and writing. Faculty often use this week for marking assignments and for their own 
research and writing.  It is also a chance for rest and refreshment as both students 
and faculty prepare for the second half of the semester. Pray for our students; pray 
for the faculty. 

Our Library staff provide outstanding service to our students throughout the year.  
This support extends not only to those who study on the Winnipeg campus, but also 
to our continuing studies students across Canada and internationally.  Join me in 
praying that God will bless our Library staff and that they too will experience the 
fulfillment that comes with seeing students learn and succeed.

During February we will be finalizing our operating budget for the next fiscal year which 
begins on July 1st.  To accomplish this we need to estimate enrolment for 2017/18 and 
commit to matching our expenses to our anticipated income.  Pray that God will guide 
us through this process so that we are able to advance the mission of Booth University 
College as effective stewards of the resources available to us.  Pray for Cabinet that we 
will know God’s presence in our planning and decision-making. 

Many of our students who will graduate at the end of April will be searching for employment 
in the coming weeks.  Others may be applying to graduate programs to continue their 
education at the Masters or PhD level. Pray for them as they transition from Booth UC to
pursue new goals; pray that they will be successful in their efforts to secure meaningful 
employment or new educational opportunities that will positively shape their continued 
development and contribution to their communities.

Booth University College is blessed with an outstanding faculty and staff.  It is their 
tireless efforts that make it possible for our students to have a transformative educational 
experience.  From the professors who teach courses, to the Library staff who help students 
identify the books they need for study, to the facilities staff who ensure that the facilities
are functioning and safe, to the business office who look after our finances, to the 
administrative support staff, the day-to-day operations of Booth University College are 
a team effort.  We are blessed to have a marvelous team at Booth. Pray that God will 
continue to inspire, bless and encourage our faculty and staff individually and collectively.



April 2017

The media frequently reports on the cost of higher education and increasing levels of 
debt that students incur during their years at university. The financial aid we provide 
to students makes a significant difference to their ability to cover costs and manage 
the amount of debt they will have when they graduate.  This year we have provided 
about $200,000 in direct financial aid because of the generosity of our donors and 
friends.  Pray for our current donors, that they will continue to give generously and 
sacrificially. Pray for new donors who will enable us to extend the financial support 
we are able to provide.

Our winter semester classes end on April 7.  Students will be completing their final 
assignments and preparing for final examinations which will be scheduled from 
April 10-17.  It is a time of stress for many students who are balancing competing 
demands. Pray that our students will have the stamina and focus required to finish 
the academic year well.  Pray for the faculty as they mark assignments and exams, 
calculate final grades and work to meet challenging due dates and timelines. 

April 29 - 30 is Convocation weekend and this year’s graduating class will be as exciting 
and full of promise as it always is. We will also be incorporating activities to recognize 
our 35th anniversary. Pray for the Booth UC team as we make final preparations for the 
convocation and graduation ceremonies. Pray for the special guests, families and friends 
who will be part of this weekend. Pray for this year’s graduates as we honour their 
achievements and thank God for the potential they represent.  Our Board of Trustees will 
also meet this weekend and this provides the opportunity for them to participate fully in 
the graduation events. Pray that God will guide the Board of Trustees in its deliberations 
and decisions. 

Pray for those students who will return to Booth in September.  Pray that their search for 
summer employment will be successful as they work to fund their studies next year.  
Pray that God will bless them over the summer and bring them back safely to Booth 
University College in the fall.



May 2017

May marks the beginning of our spring term.  In addition to intensive classes offered on 
our Winnipeg campus and online courses that will commence, a number of our social work 
students will be beginning their summer field placements with agencies across Winnipeg 
and southern Manitoba.  These full-time placements are foundational to their development 
as social workers.  Pray for their safety and that the learning experiences of our students, 
wherever they are, will be blessed by God.

For many of our faculty, the weeks of spring and summer provide an opportunity to focus 
their energies on research, writing and other aspects of scholarship that enrich our 
community, enhance their teaching and contribute to their particular fields of expertise.  
Our faculty members engage in many different kinds of scholarship that include writing 
books and journal articles, presenting research at seminars and conferences, and extensive 
reading in preparation for teaching new courses.  All of these activities require time, 
clarity of thought and discipline.  Pray that God will provide our faculty members with 
focus and energy as they pursue these aspects of scholarship from May to August. 

June 2017

As our fiscal year comes to an end in June, we will be working hard to confirm that we have 
used our resources carefully and that our expenses will match our income for the year.  
Pray that God will bless our efforts to manage our expenses. Pray for our administrative 
and business staff and the outstanding work they do to ensure our financial commitments 
are met and as they guide us through the busyness of year-end financial reporting.

In June we will begin annual maintenance and upgrades on our facilities.   Pray for our 
facilities and hospitality staff and the workers who will be completing these tasks.  Also 
pray that God will provide the resources to maintain and improve our facilities.  

June is also critical to ensuring we maximize the number of students we will have on 
campus in September. Faculty will be contacting returning students to ensure they have 
all the information needed to complete their registration for the 2017/18 academic year. 
Our student admissions team and Registrar’s Office will be working to ensure that new 
students who have been accepted for September do, in fact, register and come to Booth.  
Many of the graduating high school students who plan to attend Booth University College 
in September will be searching for summer jobs to help finance their education.  Pray 
that God will open doors for these students so that their attendance at Booth will be possible.



July and August 2017

Over the next two months, most of our faculty and staff will have opportunity to enjoy 
well-deserved vacations.  Pray with me that the break from the pressures of work and 
normal routines will be refreshing and renewing.  Pray for their safety and well-being 
and that of their families and loved ones. Pray for God’s renewing presence and for 
the passion and energy that they will bring back to campus once again when we 
gather in September.

Cadets who are in training for Salvation Army Officership at the College for Officer Training 
in Winnipeg take a number of courses at Booth during their training and in a very real sense 
they are Booth students as well. As the second year cadets prepare for their Commissioning 
and Ordination as officers in The Salvation Army and the first year cadets prepare for their 
summer assignments, pray for God’s blessing upon them and for the future leadership of 
The Salvation Army in Canada and Bermuda.  

Our Student Services staff provides a range of supports to our students. They plan events, 
provide counsel, organize our spiritual life program, oversee those living in residence, and 
manage many other aspects of student life.  As they make preparations for the fall semester, 
pray that they will continue to serve our students with generous spirits and caring hearts.
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