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William and Catherine Booth University College, a Christian university 
college rooted in The Salvation Army’s Wesleyan theological tradition, 
brings together Christian faith, rigorous scholarship and a passion for 
service.  The University College educates students to understand the 
complexities of our world, to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 
to be active contributors to society, and to know how Christian faith 
compels them to bring hope, social justice and mercy into our world.

Mission Statement:
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Casting a vision for Booth University College requires that we look beyond
what is right in front of us to imagine what might be.  We have to take time
to climb above the whirlwind of day-to-day operations to think more broadly
and more deeply about what God is doing at and through Booth University
College.  We must achieve clarity about where we are going.  We have to
have a goal in front of us.

To accomplish this we have stood on the shoulders of the giants who have
gone before us, those who laid the foundations of Booth University College.
We have stood on the shoulders of the faculty, staff, students, alumni and
donors—past and present—who have given so much to Booth.  

Now, having done this, we are able to see more clearly where God is 
leading us next.  We envision Booth as a Christian university that is deeply
grounded in The Salvation Army’s Wesleyan theological tradition.  We 
imagine Booth as an institution in which scholarship, Christian faith and
service are united.  We dream of Booth as one of the means through which
God brings us into a better world.

We are excited to share what we have seen with you and to chart the course
that will take us there.  We cannot make this vision a reality in our own
strength.  Already we are experiencing God’s blessing upon our endeavours
and we need your support to help us move forward.  

For this reason, I invite you to read this strategic plan carefully and to 
partner with us with your prayers and in practical ways as we seek to bring
the future of Booth to reality. 

Sincerely,

Donald E. Burke, Ph.D.
PRESIDENT

The establishment of a Salvation Army “university of 
humanity” was first  proposed by The Salvation Army’s 

Sir Isaac Newton once said, 

“If I have seen further, it is by 
standing on the shoulders of giants.” 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Project2  6/3/14  2:30 PM  Page 3



The establishment of a Salvation Army “university of 
humanity” was first proposed by The Salvation Army’s 
co-founder, General William Booth, early in the 20th century.
While from its early years The Salvation Army has operated
Training Colleges for the preparation of its officers (clergy),
throughout the Army’s first century the dream of a 
“university” devoted to accredited, degreed education was
left unfulfilled. 

When on February 16, 1981 the Canada and Bermuda
Territory of The Salvation Army announced that it would
establish a college in Winnipeg, the fulfilment of that dream
began.  Because of the vision of Commissioner John D.
Waldron and others, Catherine Booth Bible College opened in
September 1982 with 28 students. Under the leadership of
Colonel Earl Robinson, the institution grew rapidly with 
the development of programs and the move to its current
campus in 1988.  In 1986 the foundations were laid for 
the institution’s social work program and in 1989 Booth
launched its degree-completion program for Salvation Army
officers.  Then in 1997 the name of the institution was
changed to William and Catherine Booth College.

ABOVE: First established as a centre for biblical studies and 
leadership training, Catherine Booth Bible College was founded
on February 16, 1981. It was located at 340 Assiniboine 
Avenue, situated on the banks of the Assiniboine River.

Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

BELOW: To meet our growing needs, in 1987 we purchased the
current seven story Webb Place building – formerly the YWCA 
- in downtown Winnipeg. This new campus opened to students 
in September 1988.
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While the institution was established as a “Bible college” and vigorously implemented that model of post-secondary 
education, by 2006 the needs of The Salvation Army and society-at-large had changed.  As a result, the Board of Trustees 
cast a new vision for the institution as a “growing Christian university college of choice,” with an expanded mission that 
resembles more closely William Booth’s dream of a university of humanity.    

Since 2006, Booth has undergone a significant transformation.  New programs have been developed and existing 
programs have been redesigned.  Our enrolment has grown dramatically.  In June 2010 the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba passed legislation that gave Booth 'university college' status and we officially changed the name of our 
institution to Booth University College.

Now it’s time to look beyond the present to envision
and shape the future of Booth as a growing Christian
university of choice.
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Education for a Better World
As a Christian university college, Booth’s mission is shaped by the biblical
realism which acknowledges that the world, although created by God and
therefore endowed with the goodness and beauty of God, nevertheless is
deeply troubled.  Alongside the richness of this world and the dignity of
human life, we recognize that we live in a world that has fallen 
short of the glory in which it was created.  
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We want our students to see the beauty of the world,
and yet to be informed about the challenges of life
together on this planet—the challenges of an 
environment which is in deep distress, the challenges
presented by societies and social systems that are
voracious in their appetite for “muchness and 
manyness,” and the challenges of injustice which
spring from self-interest run rampant.

As a Christian educational institution, we explore the
world as it is, with its mix of splendour and violence,
its mix of despair and hope, its mix of injustice and a
longing to do better.  Much of our work together is an
effort to expand our understanding beyond what we
have always thought, known or believed.

But as a Christian university college it is imperative
that we do more than simply understand the world as
it is.  We must also look beyond what currently exists,
beyond the constraints of the moment, to envision a
better world.  We must prepare our students not only
to identify and understand the challenges of the 
present, but also to envision solutions for the future;
not only to explain why the world is as it is, but also
to work to make it better; not only to comfort those
who are suffering, but also to heal their wounds.

It is for this reason that our vision statement,
“Education for a better world,” is central to the 
mission of Booth University College.  Our goal is to
educate our students so that they can live lives which
are informed by the discipline of their minds and
transformed by Christian faith. We want 
to prepare our students to be both willing and able 
to work hard to bring this better world near.
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THE ROAD TO BOOTH UNIVERSITY
Achieving the next stage of our mission requires a vision designed to
move us forward with clarity and purpose.  We envision Booth University
College in new ways.  As a result, we see:

• Booth as a growing Christian university with an enrolment large enough and a breadth of programs 
wide enough to develop graduates who are passionate contributors to a better world;

• Booth as a vibrant learning community actively engaged in the process of translating a vision for a 
better world into reality; 

• Booth as a vital partner with The Salvation Army in the achievement of its mission through the 
provision of education and training for Salvation Army personnel;

• Booth as a sustainable, effective, and mission-focused institution of Christian higher education.
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will research, identify and develop a select 

number of academic programs to grow the 
programmatic platform of Booth UC;

• We will grow the contributions of our faculty 
through their scholarship and service;

• We will develop focussed communications, 
enhanced alumni relationships and increased 
domestic and international partnerships;

• We will pursue membership in the Association 
of Universities and Colleges of Canada and 
institutional accreditation;

• We will cultivate a culture of life-long learning. 

Our Strategic 
Initiatives in Detail

Cultivating a vibrant 
culture of learning

GROWING OUR 
UNIVERSITY PROFILE

Having transitioned into a
university college, Booth
will continue to develop as
a small university with the
implementation of new
programs, the growth of its
faculty, the enhancement of
services, and its increased
reputation as a Christian
university of choice with a
vibrant culture of learning. 
Key to this development 
will be the pursuit of 
membership in the
Association of Universities
and Colleges of Canada
(AUCC) and an appropriate
accreditation body, and 
ultimately, one final 
change in name to 
“Booth University.”

1
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will develop and provide, in collaboration and 

consultation with The Salvation Army, a select
number of credit and not-for-credit programs;

• We will develop and deliver learning opportunities 
that provide a professional, skill-based and 
development focus;

• We will establish a learning and development
centre that contributes to officer, lay and 
employee development within the Canada and 
Bermuda Territory and across the broader, 
international Salvation Army;

• We will explore ways to make these programs 
accessible to learners outside of The Salvation Army.

Meeting the education 
and training needs of 
The Salvation Army

ESTABLISHING 
A SCHOOL FOR
CONTINUING STUDIES

Through the development 
of a School for Continuing
Studies and other 
initiatives, Booth will
emerge as the centre for
Salvation Army leadership 
development, training and
education for officers 
(post-CFOT), employed 
staff and lay members. 
We will continue to 
create opportunities to 
provide continuing 
studies to people and 
organizations outside of 
The Salvation Army.

2
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will develop a comprehensive enrolment 

management strategy that addresses both 
the recruitment and the retention of students;

• We will set and achieve annual targets to attract, 
recruit and admit new students;

• We will place special emphasis on increasing 
Salvation Army student enrolment;

• We will increase our rate of retention through to 
degree completion;

• We will ensure the resources are in place to support 
the enrolment management strategy.

A comprehensive strategy
for the recruitment and
retention of students

INCREASING 
OUR ENROLMENT

Booth will develop a 
comprehensive and 
long-term enrolment 
management strategy 
with emphasis on both 
student recruitment and
retention which will lead 
to continued enrolment
growth to an FTE of more
than 500 students by 2020.

3
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will identify, develop and foster opportunities 

for student representation and engagement in the 
ongoing leadership of Booth UC, providing students 
with opportunities to develop their leadership skills;

• We will develop athletic initiatives that contribute 
to physical and social well-being as well as 
developing leadership, cooperative and team 
capabilities among students;

• We will enhance linkages between the classroom 
and real-world experiences to promote service, 
mission and integrated learning;

• We will research, identify and develop a broader 
range of accessibility services for students with 
learning support needs and/or disabilities in order 
to help them be successful.

Targeted efforts to 
ensure the best BoothUC
experience for all

ENHANCING THE
STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Booth will emphasize 
the holistic student life,
integrating curricular and
co-curricular programs to
provide students with
vibrant, transformational 
experiences. We will 
work intentionally to 
develop graduates 
who lead balanced, 
transformational lives.

4
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will embed an ethos and culture of Christian service 

and integrated learning, helping students to engage proactively
and productively with the needs of their community;

• We will focus on the spiritual life of Booth UC, including
students, faculty and staff, through increased involvement, 
enhanced understanding and active, practical application;

• We will build bridges that assist students in connecting with
the marginalized in society.

Educating students 
in the Christian faith

EMBEDDING AND
SUSTAINING
CHRISTIAN FAITH,
SERVICE, HOPE,
JUSTICE AND MERCY

As a Christian university
college, Booth will focus 
its energies and resources
on educating students in
the Christian faith, with 
a view to service, and 
to bringing hope, justice
and mercy to a world 
characterized by despair,
injustice and revenge.

5
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KEY ELEMENTS:
• We will ensure the long-term financial sustainability 

of Booth University College;

• We will establish a development/fundraising office
to enhance our long-term sustainability;

• We will develop, implement and monitor a facilities 
plan to meet the immediate, medium and long-term 
needs of the institution;

• We will invest in enhanced technology to support the 
programs, student and administrative IT demands 
associated with growth;

• We will attract, develop and retain faculty and 
staff who will deliver outstanding academic and 
experiential programs and activities to students 
and The Salvation Army.

Ensuring the long-term
financial sustainability 
of Booth UCSTRENGTHENING 

THE RESOURCES
TO ACHIEVE OUR
MISSION

Booth University College 
will develop and maintain
an intentional and 
proactive approach to
developing and engaging
excellent staff and 
faculty, cultivating strong
relationships with donors,
and developing facilities
to serve a growing student
population.

6
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We are excited about the future of Booth University College as we march
toward 2020.  We are confident that as the institution moves forward toward
a new identity and a broadened mission as Booth University, the impact of
Booth will continue to increase as we provide education for a better world.  

We invite you to partner with us in this plan.
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Office of the President
Booth University College
447 Webb Place
Winnipeg, MB  R3B 2P2
Phone:  (204) 924-4868
E-mail:  president@boothuc.ca
Website:  www.boothuc.ca

Education for a Better World
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