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“Unless the LORD builds the house, those who 
build it labour in vain.” (Psalm 127:1)  

Upcoming Events 
 
 
 Official Opening of 

Petersen Hall —   

April 25, 2015: 

You are invited to 

attend the official 

opening of Petersen 

Hall — Booth UC’s  

business/learning 

centre and home of 

our Business Program 

and our School for Continuing Studies. We will be honouring several special individuals who’s 

support helped make this important addition a reality. Please RSVP (attendance only):                                          

President@BoothUC.ca or phone (204) 924-4868 or toll-free (877) 942-6684. 

 

 Baccalaureate Service / Convocation and Conferring of Degrees — April 26, 2015:  

We hope you can join us for our morning Baccalaureate service and the afternoon               

Convocation and Conferring of Degrees. For more information, visit: BoothUC.ca/

Convocation.  You do not have to RSVP if attending Convocation, but if you plan to also attend 

the Baccalaureate service, please RSVP: President@BoothUC.ca or phone (204) 924-4868 or 

toll-free (877) 942-6684. 

 

  Social Work Information Night— June 10, 2015 from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm:  

This evening reception is set aside specifically for those individuals interested in taking Booth 

UC’s Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) program. During this one-hour program overview session, 

you will hear from BSW faculty about the unique advantages of earning your degree at Booth 

UC and from current students about their experiences. Our admissions staff will also be in 

attendance to answer questions. To register, or for more information, please contact:           

Admissions@BoothUC.ca  

www.BoothUC.ca  

447 Webb Place 
Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2 
 

Phone: 204-924-4868 
E-mail: president@boothuc.ca    

 

www.BoothUC.ca 

Education for a better world. 

This year, this verse has had special significance 
as we completed construction on Petersen Hall, 
the new home for our School for Continuing 
Studies and our Business Administration           
program.  As we have planned the official       
opening and dedication of Petersen Hall on April 
25th, I have been reminded again of the         
astonishing, generous “building” God does 
through his people.  We are immensely grateful 
to Allen and Janet Petersen for their outstanding 
financial commitment to this project.  But I also 
want to mention the support we received from 
Jaring Timmerman.  Mr. Timmerman was a great 
champion for Booth University College and a 
good friend and encouragement to me             
personally.  His unstinting support permitted us 
to begin the planning of Petersen Hall at a time 
when other funds were not available; his          
continued gifts constantly    reminded me that 
generous people can accomplish many good 
things through their giving. 
 
I last met with Jaring on October 30, 2014.  He 
was 105 years old and full of life.  He held six 
world records in the Masters Swimming Program; 
his most recent one was achieved in January 
2014 as he was turning 105.  In our conversation 
that day, we talked about the opening of         
Petersen Hall and my hope that he would be able 

to attend the ceremony.  I told him that we   
wanted to recognize his contributions to the   
project.  He assured me that if it was at all       
possible, he would be there.  But just 5 days    
later, on November 5, 2014, Jaring was Promoted 
to Glory. 
 
The opening of Petersen Hall will be filled with 
joy and celebration as we dedicate this new    
facility to the glory of God and the mission of 
Booth University College.  Through the naming of 
the facility and a beautiful plaque we will 
acknowledge the commitment of the Petersen 
Family to Booth University College and The      
Salvation Army.  We will also unveil a plaque to 
honour Jaring Timmerman and his many gifts to 
us.  And although he won’t be with us physically, 
I have a feeling that in those moments I shall 
sense his presence with us and will know that we 
have not laboured in vain. 
 

With best wishes, 

 

 
 
 
 

Donald E. Burke, Ph.D. 
PRESIDENT 

NEW TRUSTEE 

APPOINTMENT  
 

In February, upon the                
recommendation of Booth 
UC’s Board of Trustees, the 
Governing Council of The 
Salvation Army in Canada 
appointed Dr. Cynthia    
Miree-Coppin to our Board 
of Trustees for a three-year 
term. Dr. Miree-Coppin is   
an Associate Professor of 
Management at   Oakland 
University in Rochester, 
Michigan. She is a              
Salvationist from the Royal 
Oak Corps in Royal Oak, MI. 
Welcome Dr. Miree-Coppin! 
 

BOOTH UC  

ALUMNI SURVEY 
 
In the Alumni section of 
Booth UC’s website, there is 
a link to an online Alumni 
Survey.   
 
Special thanks goes out  to 
all of you who have had a 
chance to complete it. If you 
haven’t had a chance to do 
so yet, we encourage you to 
please take a  few minutes         
to visit our site and            
complete this important 
questionnaire.  Your        
feedback is so important!  
 
The survey is only ten     
questions so it won’t take 
long to complete! Visit: 
www.BoothUC.ca/Alumni. 

MISSION  
STATEMENT  

 

William and Catherine 

Booth University     

College, rooted in   

The Salvation Army’s 

Wesleyan theological 

tradition, brings      

together Christian 

faith, rigorous      

scholarship and a   

passion for service.  

The University        

College educates    

students to              

understand the     

complexities of our 

world, to develop   

the knowledge and     

skills necessary to     

be active contributors 

to society, and to 

know how Christian 

faith compels them  

to bring hope, social 

justice and mercy    

into our world. 

STAY ON TOP OF WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BOOTH UC! 
 

 LIKE us on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/BoothUniversityCollege  

 FOLLOW us on Twitter: @BoothUC  

 FOLLOW us on Pinterest: www.Pinterest.com/BoothUC  

 FOLLOW us on Instagram:  @booth_uc 
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For part of their 'Social Work Practice 
with Communities' course, Booth UC 
Social Work students partnered with 
Southlands Community Church to 
assess community needs and develop       
program proposals. On March 30th   
students presented their proposals to 
Southlands. Representatives in 
attendance were extremely             
impressed, and indicated they will be 
exploring the proposals further to see 
what they can use to help better 
serve their community. Job well done 
students!  

NOW THAT’S EDUCATION FOR A BETTER WORLD!  

FACULTY NEWS 
 

NEW HEAD OF BOOTH UC’S    
RELIGION PROGRAM: 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Andrew 
Eason, who was recently           
appointed head of Booth UC’s 
Religion Program. Dr. Eason also 
currently serves as the Director  
of the Centre for Salvation Army 
Studies. His expertise and         
dedication to Booth UC’s mission 
and our students will be an     
incredible asset as he carries     
out his numerous new program 
head responsibilities. 
 
We would also like to express our 
deepest appreciation and thanks 
to Dr. Roy Jeal, who previously 
served in this position for more 
than six years. His leadership and 
contributions helped build an 
exceptional religion program, and 
we are grateful for his years of 
service. He continues on faculty 
as Professor of Religion. 
 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS:          
 
Two of Booth UC’s faculty have 
been promoted to Associate   
Professor: Dr. James Cresswell, 
head of Booth UC’s Psychology 
and Behavioural Sciences         
programs, and from our Social 
Work program— Buetta           
Warkentin. Congratulations! 
 
 

MANITOBA COLLEGE            
OF SOCIAL WORKERS        
RECONFIRMS BOOTH UC’S 
SOCIAL WORK PROGRAM 
AS AN APPROVED           
PROGRAM 
 

Booth University College is pleased to         
announce that its Social Work program has 
recently been reviewed by the new Manitoba 
College of Social Workers* and has once 
again been confirmed as an Approved         
Program.  
 

What this means is that the historic             
relationship that Booth UC's Social Work    
program has had with the professional     
community remains strong for future        
graduates of the program. Booth UC grads 
have been able to register as social workers in 
the province of Manitoba since 1997.  
 

"Booth UC Social Work grads can continue to 
benefit from this relationship, getting jobs in 
all sectors open to the professional social 
work community," said Professor Bonnie   
Bryant, head of Booth UC's Social Work     
program.  "This continues the long-standing 
tradition for Booth UC of upholding the     
values and standards of social work with a 
program that is highly esteemed by the      
professional community in Manitoba." 
 

Professor Bryant noted that a record number 
of this year’s graduates have also been      
admitted for graduate studies in the fall. This 
includes acceptance into programs at the   
University of Calgary, the University of      
Manitoba, the University of Winnipeg, and 
Wilfred Laurier University. Congratulations! 
 

*The Manitoba Institute of Registered Social 
Workers will become the Manitoba College of  
Social Workers on April 1, 2015. The mandate of 
the Manitoba College of Social Workers is to      
regulate the professional conduct of Social     
Workers in the province, consistent with the       
principles of self-regulation and the public          
interest.  Under The Social Work Profession Act, 
only those people who hold a current certificate 
of practice with the College of Social Workers 
will be entitled to represent themselves as a 
practicing social worker or use the designation 
of ‘social worker’ or ‘registered social worker.’ 

 LUNCH & LEARN—with Alexander Sawatsky 

DR. MICHAEL BOYCE ON SABBATICAL  
Time away spent focused on two book projects February 27, 2015 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TAKE IN ANNUAL 

SOCIAL WORK DISCOVERY DAY  
“This event  definitely went how I expected.        
Now  I want to go here. Everyone was friendly      
and welcoming. A+.” 

“I enjoyed all the activities and hearing from      
students who are currently in the program.”  

On March 27, 2015, Booth 
UC students, faculty and 
staff sat in on a special   
research presentation by 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Work, Alexander Sawatsky. 
His lecture was based on 
the research he’s complet-
ed for his doctoral disserta-
tion, which focusses on the 
evolution of social work 
mental health practice and 
the emerging social worker 
roles at Selkirk Mental 
Health Centre (1947-1979). 

The head of Booth UC’s English and 
Film program, Dr. Michael Boyce, 
started the new year on sabbatical—
beginning with a month-long stint at 
Collegeville Institute at Saint John’s 
University and College of Saint         
Benedict (SJU-CSB).  
 
As a visiting scholar, Dr.  Boyce fo-
cussed his time on one of two priority 
book projects—Theology in the Dark: 
The Intersection of Faith, Film and 
Popular Culture. This project is a book-
length study of the intersections of 
pop culture and religion, and explores 
films such as Dr. Who and Philomena 
and TV hits such as  Lost and Breaking 
Bad. He is also working on a follow-up 
to his first book, The Lasting Influence 
of the War on Postwar British Film, 
which was published in 2012.           
This follow-up will look at the          
representation of crime in the post-
war period of British film.  
 
“The scholarly life needs periods         
of uninterrupted study, writing and 
reflection that are not always possible 
during the academic year, and I was 
afforded that opportunity at SJU-CSB,”  
said Dr. Boyce.  

“I was fortunate to be in such exclu-
sive company and able to work with 
top scholars from a variety of fields 
around the world. It was good for me 
personally, but it also allowed us the 
opportunity to increase Booth UC’s 
profile within the academic and the 
academic Christian world.”  
 
Dr. Boyce will return to Booth UC this 
summer. 


