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President’s Update 

Since 1989, Booth University College has been 
offering a degree-completion program for Salvation 
Army officers (clergy).  I remember well my first 
foray into teaching Salvation Army officers in St. 
John’s, NL in the summer of 1989.  For two weeks a 
class of approximately 15 students gathered daily 
to study the Old Testament wisdom literature.  At 
the same time courses were also being offered on 
our Winnipeg campus.  This was just the beginning. 
 
During the intervening 25 years we have added 
specialized certificate programs to our repertoire.  
Early efforts to develop distance education courses 
began to flourish after 2000 when we created our 
Extended Learning office.  Now, with the advance 
of technology, the old “course-in-a-box” model of 
distance education has vanished and we are in an 
era of on-line learning, synchronous instruction, 
blended learning and much more.  The opportuni-
ties for education and training are almost limitless. 
 
At the same time as technology is making it possi-
ble to have students from around the world meet 
on-line for same-time instruction, The Salvation 
Army in the Canada and Bermuda Territory has 
been recognizing the opportunity to harness the 
potential of Booth University College to support its 
need to educate and train personnel to achieve the 
Army’s mission more effectively.  For more than 
two years, ongoing conversations between Booth 
University College and The Salvation Army have 
been working out how we might partner together 

more effectively.  The Salvation Army has been 
clarifying its own education and training priorities 
which will propel it into the future; Booth has     
listened carefully, contributed ideas and provoked 
discussion to explore new ways to serve its        
sponsoring denomination. 
 
The result is the establishment of a new School for 
Continuing Studies at Booth University College.  
This new School will help Booth emerge as the   
centre for Salvation Army leadership development 
training and education for officers after              
commissioning, for employed staff, and for lay 
members.  In addition, the School will become the 
vehicle for Booth’s continuing and expanded     
service to the international Salvation Army.  Finally, 
we want to continue to share the resources of the 
School for Continuing Studies with organizations 
and individuals outside The Salvation Army.   
 

In this issue of the President’s Update, I want to 
share with you some of the exciting initiatives that 
flow from the establishment of the School for    
Continuing Studies.  More news will follow in the 
coming months, so stay tuned.  
 

With best wishes, 
 
 
 
 

Donald E. Burke, Ph.D. 
PRESIDENT 

BOOTH UC NEWEST 

MEMBER OF THE 

COUNCIL OF           

INDEPENDENT   

COLLEGES 

 

Booth UC has been accepted as 
an International Member of the 
Council of Independent Colleges 
(CIC).  
 
Located in Washington, D.C., 
the CIC is an association of 
more than 600 colleges and 
universities that work together 
to support college leadership, 
advance institutional               
excellence, and enhance       
public understanding of the 
contribution of private higher 
education to society. 
Membership in the CIC will help 
Booth UC foster and develop its 
brand by becoming a part of a 
peer group of institutions with a 
similar mission and ethos. As a 
member, we will also have   
access to a variety of resources 
that are helpful for Booth UC in 
professional and program/
curricula development. 
 
Booth UC is one of only 20    
independent, baccalaureate 
degree-granting institutions 
located outside the United 
States that is an International 
Member of CIC—and the first 
Canadian International       
Member.  
 

Visit: www.cic/edu 
  



In September 2011, the Booth University College 
Board of Trustees and The Salvation Army        
entered into a conversation about the possibility 
of creating a “corporate training centre” for the 
Army at Booth UC.  As the discussions progressed 
it became clear that the vision for the initiative 
had to be expanded to meet the growing needs 
of The Salvation Army.  In March 2012, the      
Governing Council of The Salvation Army in    
Canada passed a motion endorsing the             
designation of Booth University College as the 
educational institution of choice for staff devel-
opment and other educational initiatives within 
The Salvation Army.  Booth UC has responded by 
developing its new School for Continuing Studies. 
 

The School will have two distinct components.  
The first is program development and the second 
is the delivery of programs. 
 

The programmatic function will serve to develop 
and deliver a range of curricula that meet the 
professional and personal development needs of 
Salvation Army personnel—officers, employees 
and lay members.  These will include credit and 
not-for-credit courses, certificate programs, non-
certificate programs, continuing education units, 
workshops, skills training, and much more.     
Some programs will be developed by Booth UC 
specifically for The Salvation Army; others will be 
acquired from outside providers.   
 

The School will also offer less academically      
oriented workshops and resources for training 
and development opportunities.  These could 
include professional development workshops 
ranging from supervisory/management skills 

through to ad-
vanced topics 
for mid to sen-
ior level leaders. 
The focus of 
these programs 
will be to pro-
vide essential 
skills training for 
staff and offic-
ers, to develop 
lay leaders for 
corps/church ministries, to build greater levels of 
denominational identity and cohesiveness for 
employed staff, and to meet common training 
needs across the Army. 
 

The delivery function will include responsibility 
for the delivery of degree courses outside of the 
traditional campus courses in on-line or face-to-
face format through distance education and    
intensive course offerings.  As student enrolment 
increases, we anticipate that the demand for 
alternative modes of delivery will increase for 
both degree and certificate programs, and for 
both on campus and distance education           
students.  The recently upgraded Booth Online 
learning platform provides greater flexibility and 
is more learner-focused, enabling students to 
engage with instructors, classmates and learning 
aids in more meaningful ways.   
 

The opportunities that will be available through 
Booth UC’s School for Continuing Studies are 
limited only by our imaginations as we create an 
education and training resource for The Salvation 
Army. 

NEW SCHOOL FOR CONTINUING STUDIES  
Booth UC meeting the growing needs of The Salvation Army 

FIRST ANNUAL 
BOOTH FOUNDING 
WEEK HELD  

February 10-16, 2014 
 

Last month a very special week 
– Booth Founding Week - was 
set aside to pay tribute to our 
early beginnings and to help 
educate students, faculty,    
staff and visitors about the  
history of Booth and our many 
successes and achievements. 
 
First established as Catherine 
Booth Bible College on          
February 16, 1981, the college 
originally served as a centre for 
biblical studies and leadership 
training. To meet our growing 
needs, in 1987 we purchased 
the current seven story Webb 
Place building – formerly       
the YWCA - in downtown     
Winnipeg. This new campus 
opened to students in           
September 1988. In 1997 it was 
renamed the William and        
Catherine Booth Bible College 
in honour of The Salvation 
Army’s co-founders. In 2010,  
we officially became the degree
-granting Booth University  
College we are today. As       
detailed in this newsletter, 
Booth continues to prosper and 
grow—with many exciting   
developments on the horizon! 
 
Booth Founding Week will    
continue to be an annual      
celebration, coinciding with 
Booth’s founding day of       
February 16th. Stay tuned for 
details of next year’s  event! 

.   

The original Catherine 

Booth Bible College 

First established                          
as a centre for biblical            

studies and leadership training, 
the Catherine Booth Bible       
College was founded on         

February 16, 1981. It was        
located at 340 Assiniboine     

Avenue, situated on the banks 
of the Assiniboine River.  



BOOTH UC ANNOUNCES 
$2.6 MILLION EXPANSION 

Construction will be completed  

by the end of 2014  

 

As part of the plan to establish the School       
for Continuing Studies and to create needed 
facilities to house both the School and our    
Business Administration program, construction 
will begin in the spring on the renovation of 
approximately 4000 square feet of space in   
290 Vaughan Street.  This historic building 
which already houses Booth UC’s John Fairbank 
Memorial Library, The Salvation Army’s College 
for Officer Training, and the Army’s Prairie   
Divisional Headquarters, will soon also be the 
home to Booth UC’s School for Continuing  
Studies and our Business Administration       
program.  In the process we will be enhancing 
The Salvation Army’s educational and             
administrative presence in downtown           
Winnipeg. 
 
Information technology will be centre stage at 
the new facility. The Business/Learning Centre 
will include three new classrooms which will be 
fully equipped to provide a range of educational 
and training opportunities.  The state-of-the-art 
information technology infrastructure will    
permit synchronous instruction with an         
instructor and class on the Booth UC campus 
and students from across Canada and—quite 
literally—around the world joining together in 
same-time instruction, discussion and learning.  
We will also be able to create classes composed 
entirely of students outside Winnipeg.  These 
virtual classes can be broken into small groups 
to complete assignments on-line and then      
return to the entire class to present their        
findings.  On-line seminars and workshops will 
be available to a wide audience.  Added to our 
on-line learning platform—Booth Online—
students, Salvation Army personnel and others 
will have access to a range of for-credit and    
not-for-credit learning opportunities. 
 
The new facility will include offices for the staff 
of the School for Continuing Studies and the 
faculty in our Business Administration program.  
Plans also call for a new shared entrance to the 
Divisional Headquarters offices on the same 
floor.  We anticipate that construction will be 
completed by the end of 2014. 
 

 

 

 

 

EXISTING AND NEW SCHOOL FOR 

CONTINUING STUDIES PROGRAMS  

EXISTING PROGRAMS 
 

Bachelor of Arts (degree-completion program for Salvation Army officers)  
Launched in 1989 and revised several times to maintain its currency, this was 
our first program for Salvation Army officers.  It builds upon our partnership 
with the College for Officer Training and provides Salvation Army officers with 
the opportunity to complete an Arts degree within five years after their        
commissioning and ordination. 
 

Certificate in Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care 
This program which was developed in partnership with The Salvation Army’s 
Social Services Department provides training for Salvation Army chaplains. 
 

NEW PROGRAMS 
 

Certificate in Not-for-profit Management  
This certificate program consists of four on-line courses and one classroom   
intensive course of three weeks over a two year period integrating the learning 
from the program and preparing students for a project that will benefit the   
student’s ministry unit.  The curriculum is designed to address leadership needs 
in the areas of human resource management; program design, proposal writing 
and project management; financial management; and strategy and leadership.  
The target audience is Army officers and employees in appointments with     
significant management operations.  This program is being developed by Booth 
University College specifically for The Salvation Army in partnership with Simon 
Fraser University. The program will be launched in May 2014. 
 

Certificate in Advanced Leadership for Congregations  
This for-credit certificate program, similar in structure to the Certificate in      
Not-for-profit Management, includes four on-line courses and one classroom 
intensive course of three weeks over a two year period.  The program will    
include focused course work on the development of congregational leadership 
teams, preaching and worship, pastoral care for wounded congregations, and 
connecting the congregation to the community in integrated mission.  The     
face-to-face intensives will include an emphasis on the personal development 
of the officer’s spiritual life, the officer’s pastoral vocation and the officer’s   
balance and effectiveness.  The final assessment will be based on a portfolio 
assignment integrating insights and learnings throughout the program. The   
program will be launched in August 2014.  
 

Soldiership/Membership Preparation Curriculum  
A not-for-credit curriculum is being developed to support the preparation of 
individuals for soldiership (membership) in The Salvation Army.  It will also be   
of value to people who are seeking to understand more of The Salvation        
Army even though they may not be interested in soldiership at this time. The 
curriculum will be housed on a dedicated website with downloadable resources 
available to support both those who provide the instruction and those who are 
interested in soldiership in The Salvation Army.  Hosting this curriculum and its 
resources on-line will provide the opportunity to enrich the resources available 
and to adjust the curriculum as needs change, thereby enabling consistently 
current, practical and developing resources. The new soldiership curriculum will 
be available in January 2015. 



Upcoming Events 
 

  
 Social Work Information Nights: 

March 19 & June 11, 2014 
These evening receptions are   
set aside specifically for 
those individuals interested in 
taking Booth University College's 
Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) 
program. During this one-hour 
program overview session, you 
will hear from BSW faculty 
about the unique advantages of 
earning your degree at Booth UC and from current students about their experiences. To register, or for 
more information, please contact: admissions@boothuc.ca.  
 

 Multiculturalism in our Midst Youth Forum: March 21, 2014  
High school students are invited to take part in this year's interactive forum where they will explore 
immigration and multicultural issues as well as their own experiences in a compelling, if not                  
life-changing way. Students will participate in workshops and group activities, sit in on lectures, meet 
with faculty and Admissions staff, as well as dine in our Bistro and take a tour of campus. For more           
information please contact Admissions@BoothUC.ca.   
 

 Spring Convocation and Conferring of Degrees: April 27, 2014  
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE: Please join us for this year’s Baccalaureate Service at 10:30 a.m. in          
Hetherington Chapel on the second floor of Booth UC, 447 Webb Place. This year’s guest speaker is 
Commissioner Brian Peddle, Chancellor. Lunch will be available immediately following the service.  
 
CONVOCATION: Please join us for this year’s Convocation and Conferring of Degrees at Knox United 
Church, 400 Edmonton Street, at 3:00 p.m. Our guest speaker is Dr. Jonathan S. Raymond, President 
Emeritus, Trinity Western University, and Past President of Booth UC. A reception will follow in the 
Booth University College gymnasium. 

447 Webb Place 
Winnipeg, MB R3B 2P2 
 

Phone: 204-924-4868 
E-mail: president@boothuc.ca    

 

www.BoothUC.ca 

Education for a better world. 

MISSION  

STATEMENT  

 

William and Catherine 

Booth University     

College, rooted in   

The Salvation Army’s 

Wesleyan theological 

tradition, brings      

together Christian 

faith, rigorous      

scholarship and a   

passion for service.  

The University        

College educates    

students to              

understand the     

complexities of our 

world, to develop   

the knowledge and     

skills necessary to     

be active contributors 

to society, and to 

know how Christian 

faith compels them  

to bring hope, social 

justice and mercy    

into our world. 

BE A BOOTH BOOSTER AND HELP PROMOTE BOOTH UC! 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/BoothUniversityCollege  

 

Follow us on Pinterest: www.Pinterest.com/BoothUC   

mailto:ed_harms@boothuc.ca
mailto:Admissions@BoothUC.ca

